
 

 

Pulaski County Election Commission 

Meeting Minutes  

July 30, 2020 

7:00 p.m. 

 

 

Members Present:       Evelyn D. Gomez 

         Joshua A. Price 

         Kristi M. Stahr 

     

Staff Present:       Bryan Poe 

         Betty Green  

         Jodie Dildy 

          

           

             

Visitors Present: Terri Hollingsworth, Circuit County Clerk; Jason Kennedy, Circuit 

County Clerk’s Office 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Gomez. A quorum was present, 

with all commissioners present via Zoom. The staff and visitors were present via Zoom 

also. The commissioners gave Director Poe permission to use their signature stamp as 

necessary during the meeting.  

The pledge of allegiance was led by Mrs. Hollingsworth.  

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes  

Commissioner Price moved to accept the minutes as written; seconded by 

Commissioner Stahr. Motion passed by voice vote.  

Business 

Discussion of Vote Center Plan 

Director Poe presented the vote center plan for the November 3, 2020 General 

Election. The COVID-19 disclaimer was added to the document. The commissioners 

requested a footer be added to the bottom of each page reflecting the effective date, 

approval date, revised date, and page number. The commissioners also requested a 

table of contents be added to the document. Commissioner Stahr stated that she 



would hyperlink the document after the footer has been updated on the document.  

The ordinance for the vote center plan will be on the Quorum Court agenda on August 

11, 2020 and the full Quorum Court on August 25, 2020. Director Poe explained that a 

copy of the vote center plan was presented to the Quorum Court staff, along with 

examples of ordinances. The Quorum Court staff will generate the ordinance and will 

assist with obtaining sponsors for the ordinance. He will also provide a copy of the 

documentation to the commissioners. Chair Gomez reminded Director Poe that all 

copies of correspondence needs to be provided to the commissioners so that they will 

be informed of all communications.  

 

Commissioner Stahr requested clarification regarding the August 11, 2020 Quorum 

Court meeting, whether it will be in person or via Zoom. Circuit County Clerk 

Hollingsworth stated that the Quorum Court met the previous Tuesday, however no 

visitors were present. Director Poe will contact the Quorum Court staff to see if the 

public will be allowed to attend the meeting in person or via Zoom.  

 

The commissioners requested Director Poe create a draft of a slide show presentation 

regarding the vote center plan for the Quorum Court. They would like to receive a 

copy of the draft for their review by August 5, 2020. The following information should 

be provided on the slides: highlight key parts of the plan, with tabs to direct the 

members of the Quorum Court to parts of the plan. A copy should be provided to each 

member of the Quorum Court. The slide show should be no more than four or five 

slides to address any questions that might come up. Director Poe shared that we will 

be adding to the system, not taking away from it.  

 

Meeting recessed at 7:18 p.m. for Chair Gomez to call back into the meeting due to 

technical difficulties. 

 

Meeting resumed at 7:19 p.m. 

 

Meeting recessed at 7:26 p.m. for Chair Gomez to call back into the meeting due to 

technical difficulties. 

 

Meeting resumed at 7:29 p.m. 

 

Fall Election Official Training Schedule 

Director Poe presented the fall training schedule. Training is scheduled to begin on 

August 10, 2020, each session will be three hours. The commissioners requested that 

language regarding the wearing of masks by election officials be changed to reflect 

that they shall wear a mask the entire time they are working. They also requested 



that the language be changed to say that they shall sanitize the equipment. The 

election officials will also be asked the COVID-19 screening questions. If an election 

official answers yes to any of the screening questions, then the election official will 

be rescheduled for another training class. After checking with the State Board of 

Election Commissioners, Director Poe shared that if an election official has not been 

trained, they will still be allowed to serve as traffic control or sanitizing of the 

equipment.  

 

All training materials are based upon information provided by the State Board of 

Election Commissioners, as well as Faulkner County and Washington County. Circuit 

County Clerk Hollingsworth requested clarification from Director Poe regarding voters 

that are not wearing a mask on election day. Commissioner Stahr fielded this 

question, explaining that voters will be allowed to vote whether they are wearing a 

mask or not. Signs will be created to encourage voters to wear a mask in the polling 

location, however a voter will not be required to wear a mask.   

 

Commissioner Stahr requested Director Poe to check with the State Board of Election 

Commissioners regarding a contingency plan should the election commission staff be 

quarantined during the training schedule.  

 

Chair Gomez requested clarification regarding whether an election official would be 

allowed to work the election even though they do not want to wear a mask. She 

wanted to know if there is something that election official can be assigned to do and 

not be required to wear a mask. After some discussion, Commissioner Stahr stated 

that it would not be possible because of the Governor’s mandate and the executive 

order of the County Judge that requires the wearing of a mask.  

 

The commissioners requested the footer of the training plan be added to the 

document to include the approval date, revision date, effective date, and page 

numbers. Commissioner Price moved to approve the 2020 General Election draft of 

election official training plan with the revisions that were discussed, with additional 

edits as needed, and the election official training schedule; seconded by 

Commissioner Stahr. Motion passed by voice vote.  

 

Training Materials for 2020 Election Official Training 

Director Poe presented the training materials. Commissioner Stahr moved to approve 

the training materials with the edits of her name and grammatical errors; seconded 

by Commissioner Price. Motion passed by voice vote.  

 

Clerk Training for 2020 Election Official Training 



Director Poe presented the slide show training materials that will be used for training. 

The election officials will receive hands on training of the express poll books. Director 

Poe has contacted the State Board of Election Commissioners regarding the 

identification process of a voter that is wearing a mask. Commissioner Stahr 

requested clarification as to whether the express poll books are integrated with the 

Department of Motor Vehicles to allow for the voter’s driver’s license to be swiped. 

Director Poe explained the express poll books do not have the ability to be integrated 

with Department of Motor Vehicles. Commissioner Stahr moved to approve the 2020 

election training presentation with edits to her name and some grammatical errors; 

seconded by Commissioner Price. Motion passed by voice vote.  

 

Cybersecurity Training 

Chair Gomez presented an email regarding cybersecurity training offered by the 

Election Assistance Commission. This is a free online training session and she would 

like for the commissioners and staff to attend the training session. She is also 

requesting feedback from the everyone to be submitted to Commissioner Palmer.  

  

 

Other Business 

Update on Election Official and Polling Location Surveys 

Director Poe shared that of the returned surveys, 390 have said yes, they would work. 

230 have said no, but about one-third of them are willing to work absentee. There are 

67 responses that require follow-up. There are about 300 people that have never 

worked but have expressed interest in being an election official. Director Poe 

requested the commissioners to provide some materials to be published on the social 

media sites for the recruitment of election officials.  

 

Director Poe shared that 95 polling locations have said yes, seven have said no and 

one requires follow-up. There are 17 that are waiting to meet with their governing 

boards to meet before a decision is made. The staff is currently working to obtain 

replacement sites for the locations that have said no.  

 

Update on Absentee Ballots 

Director Poe shared that roughly 5,500 absentee ballot requests have been received 

thus far. That is an increase of 275% over the requested number at this same time 

compared to the 2016 General Election. Commissioner Stahr suggested that the 

clerk’s office provide information to the voters to utilize Informed Tracking through 

the United States Postal Service as a way of tracking their mail if they are expecting a 

ballot.  

 



Schedule of Upcoming Meetings 

August 21, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. for review of the political practice pledges for the 

November 3, 2020 General Election. 

 

August 24, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. for ballot draw for the November 3, 2020 General 

Election.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m.   


